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Finnish 
Estonian 
South Estonian 
Meänkieli 
Karelian 
Olonets 
Kven 
Veps 
Lude 
Ingrian 
Vote 
Livonian 

The Finnic languages: 
number of speakers 

5 300 000 
1 000 000 

30 000 
30 000 
25 000 
15 000 

8 000 
3 500 

300 
70 

<10 
<10 
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Maps 

Source: https://www.sgr.fi/muutjulkaisut/
ItamerensuomalaisetKieletMurteet2012.pdf 



Maps: Livonian 



Maps: Livonian in the 12th century (purple) 

Source: https://www.uzdevumi.lv 



Maps: Courland and Salis Livonian 

Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Livonian_language#/media/File:Liivi_keel.GIF 



Maps: Livonian 

Source: Kettunen, Lauri 1938. Livisches Wörterbuch. Helsinki. p. 2 



Maps: Livonian 

West Livonian 

East Livonian 

Source: Kettunen, Lauri 1938. Livisches Wörterbuch. Helsinki. p. 2 



Maps: Livonian 

Source: http://virtuallivonia.info/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/livodranda2.jpg 
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1927 

PDF: http://dspace.ut.ee/handle/10062/16986 
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1935 

PDF: http://mek.oszk.hu/13500/13541/13541.pdf 
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Nomenclature 

Livonian 
(Courland) 

Livonian 
(Salis) 

Latvian Estonian English 

Glottonym 
līvõ kēļ lībi kiel lībiešu valoda liivi keel Livonian 

Ethnonym 

rāndali  
rāndalist 

kalā-mīez  
kalāmiʼed 
(East Livonian) 

līvli 
īvǝ̑z 

Līb 
Līb raust ~ roust 

lībietis 
lībieši 
līvi 

liivlane 
liivlased 

Livonian 
Livonians 
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The Livonian alphabet 

 
a ā ä ǟ b d ḑ e ē f g h i ī j k l ļ m n ņ o ō ȯ ȱ õ ȭ p r ŗ s š t ț u ū v z ž 
 
 
<õ> IPA /ɤ/, UPA /e ̮/ (close-mid back unrounded vowel)
<ȯ> IPA /ʊ/, UPA /o͕/ (near-close back rounded vowel) 
 
 
vȯidõ ‘to hold’ 
võidõ ‘to be able’
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Etymologically short vowels lengthened: jālga ‘leg’, nǟlga ‘hunger’ 
 
ē and ō diphthongized to īe and ūo: mīez ‘man’, tūodõ ‘bring’ 
 
ü > i, ö > e: sidām ‘heart’, sīemi ‘food’ 
 
No vowel harmony: täuž ‘full’ 
 
No consonant gradation: mäg ‘hill ’~ mägud ‘hills’ 
 
Umlaut:  tämm ‘oak’ (nsg) ~ tamm ‘oak’ (gsg) 

 (cf. Finn. tammi ~ tammen) 
 läpš ‘child’ (nsg) ~ laps (gsg)  
 ti’g ‘support’ (< tü’g < *tuki) 

Typical features of Livonian 
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Stød: rō’ ‘money’ < *raha (Kettunen: rò̬’ŏ̬ ~ rŏ̬’ò̬) 
 
Dative in -n: āndõ minnõn ‘give me’ (only in Couronian Livonian!) 
 
Translative and comitative have coalesced: -ks: lapseks ‘(becoming) a child; 
with a child’ (occasionally these functions have separate suffixes: pi’ņņõks 
‘dog’ (tra) ~ pi’ņkõks ‘dog’ (com)  
 
1. P.Sg. = 3. P.Sg.: ma lugub ‘I read’ ~ ta lugub ‘s/he reads’ 
 
Borrowed verbal prefixes from Latvian: novõttõ ‘to take away’ (cf. Latv. 
noņemt), atāndõ ‘to give back’ (cf. Latv. atdot), but also cf. tā’giž āndõ ‘id.’ 
 
No morphological passive:  
läbūd rabīz vi’zzõ ‘the windows were slammed shut’ 
läbūd rabīztõ vi’zzõ ‘the windows were slammed shut’  

   (by more than one person) 

Typical features of Livonian 
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Adessive instead of dative: tuo minnel väta ‘bring me water’ 

       (Courland: tūo minnõn vietā) 
 
Comitative in -k: lapsk ‘with the child’ 
 
Translative in -ks: lapseks ‘(becoming) a child’ 

Typical features of Salis Livonian († 1868) 
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Livonian influence on Latvian 

Latvian dialects 
Lībiskais dialekts ‘Livonoid dialects’ 
Kurzemes izloksnes ‘Courland subdialect’ 
Vidzemes izloksnes ‘Livonian/Vidzeme’ subdialect’ 

standard Latvian: 
viņš ‘he’ 
viņa ‘she’ 
 
Livonoid subdialect: 
viņč, viš ‘he’ 
viņ, viš ‘she’ 
 

Source: https://lv.wikipedia.org/wiki/Latviešu_valoda#/media/File:Latvaldialekti.svg 
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  sg.    pl. 
 
nom.   kalā    kalād 
gen.   kalā    kalād 
part.   kallõ (ka’llõ)   kaļḑi (ka’ļd ̦i) 
dat.   kalān    kalādõn 
ill.   kallõ(z) (ka’llõz)   kaļži (ka’ļži) 
ine.   kalās    kaļšši (ka’ļšši) 
ela.   kalāst    kaļšti (ka’ļšti ) 
tra/com.  kalāks    kalādõks 

Nouns kalā ‘fish’ 
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nominative  genitive   partitive   illative 

  
keiž ‘hand’  käd   kätā   käddõ 
kēľ ‘tongue’  kiel   kieldõ   kīelõ 
mer ‘sea’  mier   mīerdõ   mierrõ 
täm ‘oak’  tam   tamõ   tamõ 
ukš ‘door’  uks   uksta   uksõ 
läpš ‘child’  laps   lapstā   lapsõ 
õbbi ‘horse’  õbīz   õbīzt   õbīzõ   
punni ‘red’  punīz   punīzt   punīzõ 

Nominal inflection 
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The verb lu’ggõ ‘to read’ 
 (UPA: lu’ggǝ̑) 

 
 
present   sg.   pl. 

     
1   lugūb   lu’ggõm 
2   lugūd   lu’ggõt 
3   lugūb   lu’ggõbõd 
 
preterite  sg.   pl. 
 
1   lugīz   lugīzmõ 
2   lugīzt   lugīzt(õ) 
3   lugīz   lugīzt(õ) 
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Exercise 
Jõva pǟva! 
 
Kust sa tulād? 
 
Kis um sǟl? 
 
Se um jemā 
 
Jemā jelāb lapst jūssõ 
 
Kui se um līvõkielsõ? 
 
Ānda minnõn leibõ! 
 
Või tēg juotõ kafõtõ või tējõ? 
 
Um lēmõst maggõm 
 
Mäddõn um sūr kōrand, pǟgiņ rūimõ 
 
Täm tallõ um vȯnd nei pǟgiņ lūnda, ku tundõb - mingi katastrōf um tund mäd 
piškīz mō pǟlõ  
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Grammars & descriptions 
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1861 

PDF: http://dspace.ut.ee/handle/10062/14848 
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1947 

Nearly identical to the introduction  
of the 1938 dictionary 
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2000 



42

2001 



43

2002 
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Phonetics & phonology 



45

1925 



46

1942 



47

1969 



48

1989 



49

2008 



50

2015 

PDF: http://dspace.ut.ee/handle/10062/48857 
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Morphology 



52

1971 



53

Syntax 



54

2004 



55

2015 

PDF: http://dspace.ut.ee/handle/10062/48870 



56

Lexicon 
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1973 
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Dictionaries 
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1861 

PDF: 
http://dspace.ut.ee/handle/10062/17251 
Online: 
http://www.eki.ee/dict/ldw/ 



1938 

PDF: http://fennougrica.kansalliskirjasto.fi/handle/10024/89823 
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1999 



62

1999 



63

2012 

Online: http://www.murre.ut.ee/liivi/index.html 
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2009 
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1999 
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1994 
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1936 
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1953 
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1975 
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2011 2013 
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1863 



77

1921 
http://dspace.ut.ee/handle/10062/16834 



78

1929 
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1935 



80

1932 



81

1939 



82

1942 



83

1995 



84

1998 



85

2007 



86

2011 
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2011 
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2011 
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Source: Boiko, Kersti 2000. Līvõ kēļ. Lībiešu valoda. Riga. p. 9. 

Exercise 


