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The Mordvins are divided into two ethnic groups, Erzyas and Mokshas. The Mordvins reside in
their own republic which is part of the Russian Federation (25,266 knr), in the territory between the
Volga tributaries, the Oka and the Sura. Only 27% of the Mordvins dwell in the titular republic; the
majority live in scattered enclaves over a very extensive area to the north and south of the borders
of the republic as well as widely in the zone reaching to the Ural Mountains. According to the last
Soviet census (1989) there were 1,154,000 Mordvins, although of these only 67% spoke their
mother tongue Erzya or Moksha. The second Russian census (2010) estimated the number of
Mordvins to have decreased by over 30 %, that is, to 806,000. About two-thirds of the Mordvins
speak Erzya and one-third Moksha, which to some extent are mutually understandable. Literary
languages for both groups were developed in the 1920s. The Mordvin languages belong to the
Volgaic branch of the Finno-Ugric languages. The Russians began converting the Mordvins to the
Orthodox faith as early as the 15th century. Although the conversion work was completed by the
18th century, even at the beginning of the 20th century the traditional polytheistic religion had, in

places, survived alongside Christianity.

History

The ancestors of the Mordvins inhabited the same area as their descendants today. They began to
form their own individual ethnos about 3000 years ago. A common Mordvin language can be dated
from ca 300 AD that had by the end of the millennium diverged into Erzya and Moksha. In the 8th
century the Mordvins came into contact with the Volga Bolgars that spoke a Turkic language and
whose mercantile state was situated in the Middle Volga, and to which the surrounding nations paid
tribute. In the 11th and 12th centuries the Russians penetrated into the Mordvin territory. Their
advance was halted by the arrival of the Tatars. The Tatars established a powerful state on the
Volga (the Golden Horde and later the Khanate of Kazan), to whom the Mokshas in particular were
subjected, while the Erzyas remained in territory controlled by the Russians.

The Russians overthrew the Khanate of Kazan in 1552. The flight of the Mordvins to the east and
south from their core area commenced at the end of the 16th century and continued briskly until the
17th. The Mordvins participated in many rebellions against Russian rule, and after the resulting
defeats migration continued up to the 18th century. Even in the 19th century Mordvins also
migrated in large numbers to Siberia and Kazakhstan. In the 1920s 11% of the Mordvins dwelt in
Siberia.

The Mordvins were in close contact first with the Volga Bolgars, then with the Tatars, from whom
the Mokshas in particular have assimilated certain cultural features. The influence of the earlier
Turkic rulers can still be heard in Erzya and Moksha in the more than 200 loanwords that were
borrowed into the Mordvin languages from Bolgar-Chuvash and Tatar. The Russian influence
began partly as early as the 12th century but gained momentum towards the end of the 16th. The
Russian influence is evident in the language (phonetics, syntax, loanwords) and in culture (e.g.

building style). Now both Erzya and Moksha languages have thousands of Russian loanwords.



Religion

The Mordvins’ own ethnic religion was polytheist. The most important was the supreme god,
namely, the god-creator and his relatives. The gods lived in the Upper World, and they were
petitioned to ensure the success of one’s own life and livelihood. The essentials for human life were
all determined by the so-called mothers: female spirits (e.g. earth spirit, field spirit, water spirit). In
the Lower World lived the departed.

Material culture

The main occupations of the Mordvins have for more than the last one thousand years been
agriculture and cattle husbandry. Hunting and fishing have provided a secondary means of
livelihood. In forest areas beekeeping has also played a vital part. The Mordvins are mainly country

folk. In the capital Saransk as in the other towns the majority of inhabitants are Russians.

Folklore, art

The Mordvins have long mythic and heroic songs, as well as ballads and lyrical songs. These songs
observe a strict syllabic metre, which originated as early as the common Mordvin period. Typical of
these are parallelisms and extensive use of formulas. Songs are performed either in unison or as part
singing. There is also a tradition of long fairytales. In Mordvin tradition the lamentation (wedding,
funeral and recruitment laments) had a central place until the second half of the 20th century. Some
epics have been composed on the basis of themes from Mordvin epic poetry. The most significant
of these is Mastorava (‘mother earth’), compiled by Aleksandr Sharonov and published in 1994; it
is based directly on old folk poems.

A few books were published in Erzya and Moksha in the 19th century, but for the most part the
Erzya and Moksha literary languages began to develop in and after the 1920s.

The most renowned Mordvin artist is the sculptor Stepan Erzya (1876-1953). His powerful, often

massive sculptures depicted just as often mythic and biblical figures as emotions.

Development of literary languages and present situation

A few books, mainly religious texts, were published in different dialects of Erzya and Moksha in
the 19th century. Also the grammars of Erzya and Moksha were published in the 19th century (in
Russia, Finland and Hungary).

The development of the Erzya and Moksha literary languages commenced in the 1920s, and
Mordvin language cultural institutions were established. The central dialect (the village Kozlovka)
was chosen as the basis of Erzya literary language, and the Moksha literary language is based on the
Moksha central dialects. In 1928 the Autonomous District of Mordvins was established, and in
1934 it was made into an autonomous socialist republic which in 1994 became the Republic of

Mordovia. Only 32% of the inhabitants are Mordvins, and of the Mordvins two-thirds live outside



of the Republic. In the latter part of the 1930s during Joseph Stalin’s administration the terrors
began, and the entire Mordvin intelligentsia was either imprisoned or put to death on the basis of
fabricated charges. The national identity began to deteriorate as a result of the purges. Due to the
school reform in the 1950s the system of instruction in the mother tongue began to fall apart, so that
nowadays Mordvin is taught for a few hours in the week only in the first grade and as a subject. In
1989 33% of Mordvins did not know their own language; in the 2010 census the percentage had
further grown to almost 50. As most of these belong to the younger age groups, the language
change process will continue with an accelerating tempo in the coming decades. The scattered
nature of Mordvin settlement has made them very susceptible to assimilation.

The disintegration of the Soviet Union and the democratisation of Russia triggered a fragile national
revival even in the Mordvin territories, but it was caught in the bud quickly with the emergence of
economic difficulties. A law on language was enacted in 1998, but is so vaguely worded as to be
unable to guarantee rights for users of Mordvin. During the administration of Vladimir Putin
centralised power in Russia has been reinforced and the rights of minority nations in legislative
matters and education, for example, downgraded.

All Erzyas and Mokshas are bilingual. The Erzya/Moksha—Russian bilingualism is unidirectional;
Russian speakers do not acquire command of Mordvin languages. The amount of children studying
Erzya or Moksha in kindergartens or schools is diminishing at an accelerating pace. (See, e.g.,
Konstantin Zamyatin: Russia's minority education and the European Language Charter. In:
Linguistic genocide or superdiversity. New and old language diversities, 249-283. Multilingual
Matters, Bristol — Buffalo — Toronto 2016.)

Stepan Erzya: Moses






ERZYA LANGUAGE, GENERAL

Both Mordvin languages are morphologically rich and have special features not
existing in other Finno-Permic languages. Erzya and Moksha are to a great extent
mutually intelligible, although there are some differences in phonology, morphology
and vocabulary (Moksha has more Turkic loanwords than Erzya). Erzya and Moksha
dialects started to diverge from each other in the middle of the first millennium. This
process gradually led to two distinct languages after the 8" century. There are,
however, many mixed dialects, of which it is difficult to determine whether they
belong to Erzya or Moksha.

The Mordvin languages are much closer to the Finnic languages than Mari is.

The following features will be more thoroughly presented during the course.

Noun declension

The Mordvin languages have an indefinite and a definite declension. The indefinite
declension has 12 cases. In plural nouns can be inflected only in the definite
declension. The suffixes of definiteness go back to pronominal stems (e. g. ky0o :
kyoo-cb (house-DEF) 'house : the house', kydo-m . kydo-mue (house-PL : house-PL-
DEF) 'houses : the houses'.

Verb conjugation

The Mordvin languages are especially rich in moods. Besides indicative there are six
other moods: imperative, conditional, conjunctive, conditional-conjunctive,
desiderative, optative.

Mordvin has an objective (definite) conjugation. Its suffixes indicate the person and
the number of both the subject and the object. There are, however, not 6x6=36
different suffixes, because the suffixes for plural objects show lot of homonymy and
some forms are pragmatically impossible (e.g. forms where both the subject and the
object would be the same person). E.g. nana-u (kiss-1SG) 'l kiss', nana-m (kiss-2SG)
'you kiss' but nara-msn (kiss-1SG>2SG) 'l kiss you', nana-cax (kiss-2SG>3SG) 'you
kiss him/her".

Nominal conjugation

In Mordvin nouns can be conjugated like verbs when they function as
predicatives/predicates in stative relation clauses. E.g. ma3zwi-an (beautiful-1SG) 'T am
beautiful', mazwvui-msaoo (beautiful-2PL) 'you are beautiful', kydo-c-am (house-INE-
2S@G) 'you are in the house', kydo-co-uz0-mu-uv (house-INE-PX3SG-2PRET-1SG) 'I
was in his/her house'.



PHONOLOGY

Consonants
Erzya has 26 consonant phonemes used in autochtonous words and three
used only in Russian loanwords (x, ¢, ).

UPA Cyrillic

k K

tt T Tb or T followed by a front wovel or &, 10, 5

p I

g r

d d n b or g followed by a front wovel or €, 10, 5
b 0

] i or word-initially e, &, 10, s

\% B

s S c cb or ¢ followed by a front wovel or €, 1o, s
zZ 7 3 3p or 3 followed by a front wovel or €, 10, 5
S I

V4 XK

c ¢ u up or 11 followed by a front wovel or €, 10, 5
¢ q

r ft p pb orp followed by a front wovel or €, 10, 5
1 1 n b orin followed by a front wovel or €, 10, 5
n n H Hb or H followed by a front wovel or €, 10, 51
m M

’ X

f iy

3¢ ~ §§ 1

Erzya has a correlation of voice: voiceless stops and sibilants have voiced
pairs (seven pairs: k: g, t:d,t':d,p:b,s:z,§:2 §: 7). They have
originally come into being word-internally between voiced sounds (e.g.
vowels) or via loanwords. Now they can occur also word-initially
especially in descriptive words and loanwords.

Both Mordvin languages have a strong palatalization tendency. Before a
front vowel all consonants are/become palatalized, but only the dentals
are considered as independent phonemes: t:t,d:d,s:§,z:Z,c: ¢, r: 1,
1:1', n: f. These dentals are called paired. Consonants not having a
palatalized pair (k, g, p, b etc.) are called pairless.



The dialects of Atrat and Alatyf have a velar nasal consonant ) going
back to the Proto-Finno-Ugric *y. In other dialects it has become v or j. 1
most often occurs word-finally.

Palatalization of consonants is shown in Cyrillic either with the "soft
sign" b or with the following vowels e, u, &, 10, 51 (see below the chapter
on vowels). E.g. keds [ked'] 'hand', kedwv-co [ked'-se] hand-INE, but
kedend [ked'-en] hand-GEN (it is problematic to gloss the Cyrillic form:
the e preceding the genitive suffix n is a connecting vowel; if we put the
hyphen between 1 and e, the palatalization of the stem-final dental is not
shown).

Vowels
Erzya has only five vowels:
UPA u 1 Cyrillic y U ~ bl
0 e 0 e
a a

All the vowels are short.

After a non-palatalized consonant i is pronounced more back (1).
Therefore it is written in Cyrillic with the letter 1 after non-palatalized
dentals, e.g. coipne [sitne] 'gold'. It is, however, only an allophone of 1.

If the back vowels u, o, a follow a palatalized dental consonant, the
palatalization is marked in Cyrillic by using the so-called j-initial vowels:
10 [ju], € [jo], 5 [ja], e.g. cronmo [Sulmo] 'knot', céxc [$0k§] 'autumn', csa00
[Sado] '100'". Thus these letters are used to indicate the palatalization of
the preceding consonant. They are also used in words, which have a
word-initial ju-, jo-, ja-, e.g. 1op [jur] 'root', ésxc [jovks] 'fairy-tale', sxamc
[jakams] 'to wander'.

The front vowel e is written in Cyrillic word-initially and after a vowel or
after a non-palatalized dental consonant with the letter 5, e.g. acke [eske]
'nail', noam [poet] 'poet', canw [sen] 'blue'. After palatalized consonants or
after a consonant having no palatalized pair it is written with the Cyrillic
e (which is also a j-initial vowel), e.g. mes [t'ev] 'work', kes [kev] 'stone'.
The Cyrillic e 1s also used in a word-internal position after a vowel, e.g.
neens [pejel'] 'knife', and word-initially in Russian loanwords, e.g.
esponetickoti [jevropejskoj] 'European’.



Vowel harmony

Erzya has a velar vowel harmony but it does not apply to the vowels a
and 1.

If the first syllable has a back vowel, all the following syllables will also
have a back vowel (or 1). Is the first syllable has a front vowel, all the
following syllables will also have a front vowel (or a). This applies to all
suffixes, too. E. g. kydo-co-n3zo [kudo-so-nzo] house-INE-PX3SG 'in
his/her house'; sene-ca-nsze [vel'e-se-nze] village-INE-PX3SG 'in his/her
village'. — ! However, if there is a palatal dental consonant at the end of
the first syllable or after it in the word, the next syllables will have front
vowels, t0o, e.g. y3epe [uzete] 'axe'.

Table 1. The orthography of Erzya vowels.

After non palatalized dentals a, 0, Y, 9, BI
After palatalized dentals s, e, f0, e, u
After pairless consonants a, 0, Y, e, u
Stress

The word stress in Erzya is free, but most often it falls on the first
syllable.



MORPHOLOGY
NOUNS!

There are 12 cases in Erzya Mordvin. Below I give the case suffixes and
the history of the suffixes and describe the most common functions of the
cases. If a word ends in a consonant, a binding vowel (e or o according to
the vowel harmony) is usually needed before most case endings. In
glossing the hyphen is then placed before the binding vowel.

INDEFINITE DECLENSION, SINGULAR

Nominative @

Subjects are, of course, in nominative but indefinite objects take
nominative, too. E.g. nuume pam-u-ss horse buy-PST1-SG1 'I bought a
horse'. Also the predicative (noun predicate) takes nominative. E. g. con
nomanb s’he man 's/he is a human being'.

Genitive -Hb

Genitive has the suffix -up, which goes back to the FU genitive ending
*-n. There is no proper explanation for the palatalization of the genitive
suffix in Mordvin.

Genitive expresses possession (in a broad sense of the word). E.g. Tukme-
Hb yuHe grass-GEN smell 'smell of grass', sp3s-up yii-He-ch alirop-030
Erzya-GEN be-DUR-PST1.3SG stallion-PX3SG.SG. Genitive is used
with postpositions, e.g. munsre-up ano foot-GEN PSTP 'under the feet'
In Mordvin (as also in Finnish and Northern Saami) the suffixes of the
genitive (*-n) and the accusative (*-m) have merged into one: -Hb.
Therefore the genitive is used with definite objects, which are then in
definite declension. However, proper names (being definite by nature)
take the indefinite genitive when they occur as objects. The indefinite
genitive is used in objects of infinite forms, €.g. Ty-Ch MeHre-Hp KEPA-MO
g0-PST1.3SG wood-GEN hew-INF1 '(s/he) went to hew wood'.

! Primary source of this chapter: Raija Bartens: Mordvalaiskielten rakenne ja kehitys.
Mémoires de la Société Finno-Ougrienne 232. Heslinki 1999.



Dative -HeHb

Suffix of the dative is -Hens. Its history is a bit obscure, but as the
corresponding suffix in Moksha is clearly the outcome of the genitive -Hp
and the postposition teii- 'to' (M -Hau) we can assume that the Erzya form
has the same origin.

Dative is the case used adverbials denoting to whom something is given,
€.g. c€épMman-aH cépma cazop-HeHb write-1SG letter sister-DAT 'I write a
letter to sister'. It also expresses to whom spatially, e.g. MoI-Cb aBa-HEeHb
go-PST1.3SG mother-DAT '(s/he) went to mother'. Dative expresses the
agent in modal, especially necessive, sentences, €.g. népa-HeHb CUME-MC
opsaB-1 boy-DAT drink-INF2 have.to-3SG 'boy has to drink'.

Ablative -no, -ze, -13, -TO, -T€, -T3

The suffix goes back to PFU separative *-tA (cf. the partitive in Finnish).
The ablative is originally a separative meaning 'from where?', but
nowadays it is used in this meaning only in old adverbs/postpositions,
€.g. mac-eMc 1aro an-70 come.out-INF2 roof PSTP-ABL 'to come out
from under the roof, and in clichés containing an other adverbial with the
illative suffix, e.g. kyno-n0 kymo-c house-ABL house-ILL 'from house to
house'.

The Mordvin ablative has almost identical functions with the Finnish
partitive. It is used in objects with certain verbs, such as to eat, to drink,
to fear, to stop (from), to avoid, to protect (against). E.g. with a partial
object cum-an Bea-te” drink-1SG water-ABL 'l am drinking water', sipc-
ar kan-z1o eat-2SG fish-ABL 'you are eating fish', men-san xucka-no fear-
1SG dog-ABL 'l am afraid of dog'. A partial subject can take ablative in
sentences with quantifiers, e.g. TymMo-THe-ne konMo-ip oak-PL.DEF-
ABL three-PST.3SG 'there were three oaks (lit. the oaks were three)'.
Ablative 1s used in compariston, too, €.g. ku3e Tene-ae napo summer
winter-ABL good 'summer is better than winter'.

? The stem 6edb [ved] gets the suffix variant -me, because a voiced geminate [d'd’] is
not possible in the Erzya phonotactics. ged-me is pronounced [vet'te].



Inessive -co, -¢3°

The Mordvin inessive -co, -c3 goes back to the same Finno-Volgaic form
*-s-nA as its cognates in Finnish, Saami and Mari (in dialects one can
find forms which have preserved the n: dial. on-sne sleep-INE).
Inessive is an adverbial case answering the question 'where?', e.g. Mon
yJi-H-H-Hb 6a3ap-co I be-DUR-PST1-1SG market-INE 'I was in the
market'. It also functions as an instrumental, e.g. KaBTO COKa-co coka-3b
two plough-INE plough-PST PCTP 'ploughed with two ploughs'.
Especially the verb 'to wait' but also some other irresultative
(continuative) verbs govern inessive objects, e.g. ya-an Marta-co wait-
1SG Masa-INE 'T am waiting for Maga'.

Elative -cro, -cm3*

The Mordvin elative -cto, -cT3 goes back to the common Finno-Volgaic
suffix *-s-tA (cf. the corrsponding cases in Finnic and Saami languages).
Elative is used in adverbials expressing source; it answers the question
'from where?', e.g. nmic-cp 6azap-cro leave-PST.3SG market-ELA 's/he
left from the market'. Elative is very frequent in adverbials of time, e.g.
3pbBa uK-cT3 every day-ELA 'every day'. All adjectives can be changed
into adverbs with the suffix of the elative, e.g. Baapa 'good' > Bagps-cTo
'well'.

Illative -¢

The illative suffix -c is found in all Finno-Volgaic languages as such
expressing 'to, into' and also as part of compound case endings (elative,
nessive).

It is used in adverbials denoting 'to, into', e.g. coB-at Gansi-c enter-2SG
sauna-ILL 'you go into the sauna'. With verbs of motion it sespresses the
purpose, €.g. maHr-c Moji-eM¢ mushroom-ILL go-INF2 'to go (to gather)
mushroom' (cf. Finn. men-n4 siene-en go-INF1 mushroom-ILL id.).
Illativeoccurs in temporal adverbials with a terminative meaning, e.g.
Bajicke-¢ morning-ILL "until morning, by morning'.

> NB The c of the inessive ending is never palatalized; therefor 5!
*NB The cm of the elative ending is never palatalized!



Lative -B

The lative suffix goes back to *-1). The velar nasal is still preserved in the
dialects of Atrat and Alatyr. In some dialects we see -v only in words
with back vowels and correspondingly -j in words with front vowels.

The lative is used in adverbials denoting 'where to?'. Its use is
semantically restricted to nouns denoting space. Often it can freely
alternate with illative, e.g. Mmos-sa1 Niekuus-B ~ nexuus-c go-1SG lecture-
LAT ~ lecture-ILL 'I go to a lecture'. The exact use of the lative remains
obscure (see, however, Alhoniemi 1985, 45-53° ). There 1s no lative in the
definite declension.

Prolative -Ba, -ra, -xa

The prolative suffix goes back to *-kA bearing a lative meaning. The
variant -a appears after a vowel, -ra after a voiced consonant and -xa
after a voiceless consonant.

Prolative occurs in adverbials expressing 'through what? along what?",
¢.g. [lers sx-u makca-a Petja walk-3SG field-PRO 'Petja is walking on
the field', ne-an BansMa-Ba see-1SG window-PRO 'T see through the
window'. If something happens or is present in several places at the same
time, prolative is used instead of inessive, e.g. 5p-uth Bene-a live-3PL
village-PRO 'they live in villages'.

Translative -xc

The suffix goes back to the same derivative *ks-suffix, which is used as
a case ending (translative) in the Finnic languages, too.

Translative is used in predicative adverbials expressing that somebody
becomes something or is functioning as something (cf. the Finnish
translative and essive). E. g. TeeB-cb chipe atsa-kc change-PST1.3SG old
man-TRA 'he changed into an old man', con Baxon-u yunris-kc s’he
work-3SG teacher-TRA 's/he is working as a teacher'. Translative is also
used in adverbial expressing manner, e.g. aBap-eMc DHKaKII-0KC CIy-
INF2- child-TRA 'to cry like a baby'. Speaking in some language is
expressed with a translative, e.g. 3p3s-kc kopr-u Erzya-TRA speak-3SG
's/he speaks Erzya' (but always "language-INE": kopT-1 3p3-Hb Kelb-C3
speak-3SG Erzya-GEN language-INE 's/he speaks Erzya'!).

> Alho Alhoniemi 1985: Uber die Wohinkasus im Mordwinischen. Ural-Altaische
Jahrbiicher, Neue Folge 5, 45-53. Wiesbaden, Harrassowitz.



Comparative -1mka
The suffix has developed from a noun mxka 'time' through

grammaticalization.

Comparative bears the meaning 'of the same size, as big as', e.g. Telitep-
echb apa-1ka daughter-DEF mother-CMP 'the daughter is as big as the
mother'. Comparative can also be used to make numerals approximative,
€.g. kaBTo-1kKa two-CMP 'about two'. Most grammars present
comparative as an independent case. However, it does not seem to have
any syntactic functions, and -mka could as well be interpreted as a
derivative suffix.

Abessive -BTOMO, -BTEME, -TOMO, -TEME

The suffix is originally a compound of two PFU suffixes: abessive-
caritive *-ktA + *-mA. The variants without v occur after a consonant.
This suffix is used in many FU languages in caritive adjectives (cf.
Finnish -tOn : -ttOmA-, e.g. auto-ttoma-t car-CAR-PL 'the carless ones').
In the Mordvin languages it functions both as a case ending and as a
derivative suffix. It expresses manner, €.g. MOH COH3€ &KO-BTOMO BEUK-Ca
I he.GEN sense-ABE love-1SG>3SG 'T love him/her madly', éxo-BToMo
noMansb sense-ABE man 'a mad person'. It is rather difficult to find
examples where this form would indisputably function as a case ending.
Therefore one could argue that -Bromo is a derivative suffix making
adjectives and adverbs of nouns.

INDEFINITE DECLENSION, PLURAL

In the indefinite declension the opposition singular : plural is neutralized
in all cases except the nominative, i. e. there is only one plural form,
namely the nominative. The plural suffix is -t, -6 and it goes back to
PFU. E. g. kyno-1 house-PL, Bene-tb village-PL.

Case paradigms, examples
(Op3snb kenb. Mopdosorus. Caparck 2000, 79.)




Bete 'village' Ty™mo 'oak’ Bupb 'forest' kan 'fish'
Howm. 6ene mymo Howm. aupb xan
Tewn. gene-Ho MyMo-Ke Ten. sup-e-ub Kan-0-Hb
Har. aene-nens mMyMo-HeHb Iar. Sup-HeHs KAA-HIHb
A6rnar. sene-Oe mymo-0o AGuaT. sup-de xkan-0o
HUnec. 6ene-c3 mMyMo-co Hrec. aup-co Kan-co
Onar. eene-cm3 mymo-cmo nar. 8Upb-cm3 Kan-cno
Hunar. sene-c mymo-c Wnnar. BUPb-C Kan-c
Jlar, sene-g — Jlar. aup-e-¢ -
Ilponar.  gene-ga mymo-ea Mponar.  supv-za Kan-2a
Tpancnar. eene-xc mymo-xc TpaucaaT. eupb-xc Kan-Ke
Kowmn. gene-wKa myMo-uKa Kom. Supb-uKa Kan-uKa
Abec. gene-ememe mymo-amomo A6ec. sup-meme Kar-momo

DEFINITE DECLENSION 1

The Mordvin languages have a definite declension. No research has been
made on how definity in Mordvin can be defined. It does not always
coincide with the use of, e. g., a definite article in English. The use of
cases 1s not fully identical beween the indefinite and definite declensions.
I present now only the nominative forms of the definite declension,
because they occur already in the first texts. I shall give the full
paradigms of the definite declension in singular and plural later.

In nominative singular the suffix of the definite declension is -cp. It goes
back to the demonstrative pronoun ce 'it' (cf. Finnish se). E. g. kyzo :
Kyno-cb house : house-DEF, Besie : Bene-chb village : village-DEF, aiirop ;
akrop-ocs stallion : stallion-DEF, teiiteps : TerTep-ech daughter :
daughter-DEF.

In nominative plural the suffix of the definite declension is -tre. In the
compound suffix -t is the normal plural ending and -He goes back to the
demonstrative pronoun we 'these' (cf. Finnish ne 'those'). E.g. kyno-t :
Kyno-the house-PL : house-PL.DEF, Besie-Tp : Bee-THe village-PL :
village-PL DEF, aiirop- : aiirop-tre stallion-PL - stallion-PL .DEF,
TeHTep-Th : Tektep-THe daughter-PL : daughter-PL DEF.




VERBS

CONJUGATION OF VERBS, PRESENT TENSE
(Op3sub kenb. Mopdosorus. Capanck 2000, 146.)

Verbs have three different stem types: a-, o- and e-stems, e.g. Mmopa- 'to
sing', BaHO- 'to watch', nuite- 'to swallow'. The o-/e- stems can in some
forms drop their vowel and become consonantal (e.g. in the present tense
in 1PL and 2PL). In the a-type the stem always ends in a vowel.

Mopa-Mc 'to sing' BaHoO-Mc 'to watch'  Hune-mc 'to swallow'
1SG wmopa-u BaH-aH HUI-SIH

2SG wmopa-t BaH-aT HUJI-SIT

3SG  mop-bi BaH-bI HWI-U

IPL mopa-TaHo BAaH-TAHO HWIb-TSHO

2PL wmopa-Tago BaH-TaHO HUJIb-TAA0

3PL wmop-bITh BaH-bITh HUJI-UTh

In 1SG and 2S5G the suffixes go back to the corresponding PFU suffixes
*-m and *-t.

In the 1PL and 2PL an extra syllable -ra- occurs before the personal
ending (it does not exist in other tenses). It is of obscure origin, perhaps
the consonant goes back to the plural suffix -t. After that come the
personal endings, in 1PL -Ho (in dialects also -nok), which is identical
with the possessive suffix of the first person plural (< *-nmVk), and in
2PL -po, identical with the possessive suffix of the second person plural
(< *-tVKk). (Especially in the plural forms possessive suffixes and
personal endings have merged or got mixed in many FU languages.

In the third persons there is historically no suffix expressing person. (A
similar system has been postulated for PFU.) However, there is bl ~ 1
both in singular and in plural and it goes back to a derivative suffix *-jA
(which is the suffix of nomen actoris or of a participle in some FU
languages). NB Word-final dental consonants are always palatalized after
[i] — even if [i] is written in the orthography with s1!



CONJUGATION OF VERBS, PRESENT TENSE, NEGATION

Mordvin uses a negative particle and a negative auxiliary. In present tense
negation is expressed with the negative particle a: a mopa-u 'I do not
sing', a Mopa-T 'you don't sing' etc.

In predicative sentences the form aBoss (< negative particle a + yie- 'to

be') 1s used.
The negative existential is apace (etymology unknown).

CONJUGATION OF NOUNS, PRESENT TENSE
(Op3saub kenb. Mopdosorus. Caparck 2000, 110.)

As noun predicates adjectives and nouns take the same personal suffixes
as verbs with the exception of third persons. In 3SG there is no suffix and
in 3PL only the plural suffix.

oA 'young' Kyn0-co house-INE

1SG op-an T am young' kyno-c-an 'l am in the house'
2SG op-atr  etc. KyJ10-C-aT etc.

3SG on KyJ10-CO

1PL.  op-tano KY10-C-TaHO

2PL  opa-tamo Ky H0-C-TaJ10

3PL on-t KyJ10-C-T

PERSONAL PRONOUNS, NOMINATIVE AND GENITIVE (later more...)

Nom. Gen.
ISG mon MOHb
2SG  ToH TOHb
3SG com COH3?
1PL  muHb MMHCK
2PL  THIHB TBIHK
3PL cbiHb CBIHCT




MORPHOLOGY 2

NUMERALS
(Opzsane kenv. Mopgonozua. Capanck 2000, 116-118.)

Basic numbers 1-10, 100, 1000 etc. are etymological equivalents of the
corresponding Finnish numerals. The word for 20 xomcw etymologically
corresponds to the Hungarian Ausz and the Permic cognates. The form
for 1000 is in the literary language méaca but in dialects (and in Aasmaie's
book) méacenv (~ méxcans); it is the same Baltic-loanword as the Finnish
tuhat. Nowadays also the Russian loanword muiya is used for 1000.

1 — Beiixe 7 — cucem 1000 — Téxa

2 — KaBTo & — KaBKco 1000000 — MIILIOH
3 — KkoIMO 9 — Beiikca

4 — yune 10 - xeMeHB

5 —BeTe 20 — KoMch

6 — KOTO 100 — csano

The numerals 11-19 are compounds of xemens (with its shortened forms
xe- or kem-) and the following numeral (seuixe, kasmo, etc.) with the
suffix -e ~ -60 ~ -2e (depending on the preceding vowels and consonants)
which is of the same origin as the prolative suffix. In some forms the
word-initial consonant becomes voiced after the nasal and this is shown
in the orthography too (kemxasmoso —> xemeaemoso).

11 — keBelikee 14 — xemuunee .17 ~ xeM3ucemre .
12 - KEMTaBTOBO 15 — keBetee , 18 —keMragkcoso
13 — kemronmoBo 16 — kemroroBo 19 — keBeiikcae

The numerals 21-29 are compounds with komce + the following numeral
with the prolative suffix.

21— i

e ;gyggpenxee 24 — xoMcHMICE 27 — KoMccHceMre

N ;:KoMcsl.caBTono 25 — xoMCbBeTee 28— KOMCLkaBKCOBo
MCBKOJIMOBO 26 — KOMCBKOTOBO 29 — xoMchBeiikcae



The tens (following 10 and 20) are compounds of 3, 4, etc. + 10. In some
cases the first numeral is in the genitive (30, 40, 80, 90), in others in the
nominative (50, 60, 70). Note the assimilative processes
(voiceless>voiced) of the stem-final consonant and the word-initial
consonant, e.g. eme+kemeno —> 8e0b2eMeHb!

30 — KonoHPreMeHb 70 — cu3BreMenn
‘4() — HMJIEHETEMEHD 80 — xaBkcOHBIéMEHB
50 — BegpremMens 90 — BelixcoHBrEMEHD

60 — xoaremMenn

The numerals 21-99 are not written together but separately, e.g.

KoJNOHb2eMeHb kaemo '32' etc.
In the literary languages hundreds are, however, written as compounds.

The word ca00 '100' is then in plural (> caom).

[

200 — KaBTOCALT 600 — xotocaar
300 — xomMocstaT 700 — cucemssaaT
400 — HunecaaT 800 — KaBKCOCAAT
500 - BETECAAT 900 — BefikcacauT

Unlike in many other Uralic languages the nouns in Mordvin take the
plural after a numeral modifier, e.g. kononvzemenv kasmo éenems '32
villages', méxca semecaom koodzemenv konmo mymom '1563 oaks'.
However, in old dialect texts one can see also singular forms after
numeral modifiers. If the numeral ends with eeiixe '1', the singular is
obligatory, e.g. kononvzemens getixe gene ‘31 villages'.

Numerals are inflected like nouns:

Howm. KOIMO : | Howm. geme

IeH. KOAMO-Hb. Tem. geme-Hb
Jart. KOIMO-HEHb Jlat. geme-HeHb
AGnar.” KOAMO-00 Abmar, geme-oe
Hnec. KOZMO-CO Huec. geme-ca
Dmar. “KONMO-CMO DT, geme-cm3
Winar. KOAMO=C ™ Hnnar. seme-C
IIponar. KoMo-6a : IIponar. geme-ea
Tpancnar. KOJIMO-KC Tpancnar. geme-Kc
Komm. KOIMO-UWKa oA Kowmm. eeme-wiKa
Abec. KOIMO-8MOMO_ Abec. geme-ememe




MORPHOLOGY 3

Definite declension
Comparison

DEFINITE DECLENSION

In nominative singular the suffix of the definite declension is -cb. It
goes back to the demonstrative pronoun ce 'it' (cf. Finnish se). E. g. kyno
: Kyzo-cb house : house-DEF, Bene : Bene-cb village : village-DEF, aiirop
: alirop-ocs stallion : stallion-DEF, teitteps : TeliTep-ech daughter :
daughter-DEF.

In nominative plural the suffix of the definite declension is -THe and
after a non-palatalized consonant -TH3. In the compound suffix -1 is the
normal plural ending and -xe goes back to the demonstrative pronoun He
'these’ (cf. Finnish ne 'those"). E.g. kyno-t : xyno-tae house-PL : house-
PL.DEF, Bene-Tb : Bene-tHe village-PL : village-PL.DEF, aiirop-T :
aiirop-tHe stallion-PL : stallion-PL.DEF, reiitep-Tb : TeliTep-THE
daughter-PL : daughter-PL.DEF, oa-T : on-tH3 young-PL : young-
PL.DEF.

In genitive singular (instead of -cb) the element -6 comes after the
genitive suffix: -HTb. -Tb goes back to the demonstrative pronoun Te 'this'.
E. g. kyno-uth 'of the house', Bene-uts 'of the village', alirop-onTs 'of the
stallion', TeiiTep-enTs 'of the daughter'.

In all the other cases the suffix -uTb is then used as a marker of
definiteness. In ablative, inessive, elative, prolative, comparative and
abessive the order of the suffixes is stem-CX-DEF. E. g. inessive Kyzno-
co-uTh 'in the house', prolative ky0-Ba-HTb ‘through/along the house' etc.
In dative the order is stem-DEF-CX, and the dative is also used for
illative (dative=illative), e.g. kymo-HT-eHb 'for the house' ~ 'in the house'.
The lative and translative have no definite forms.

An indefinite object is usually in the nominative of indefinite declension,
whereas a definite object is in the genitive(-accusative) of definite
declension.



Case paradigms, definite declension singular, examples
(DOp3sub Kenb. Mopgosorus. Capanck 2000, 106-107.)

nakcs field Beyie village

Beiikeunr uncia

Howm. nakca-co eene-co

I'en. RAKCA-H-Mb eene-H-mo
Har. NaKcA-HmM-exdb eene-Hm-enb
AGnar. naxca-0o-Hmo sene-0e-Hmb
Huec.  naxcs-co-umo eene-Cc3-Hmo
AnaTr.  naxkca-cmo-umb  @ele-Cm3-Hmb
HUnnar. naxca-um-env 8ene-Hm-eHo
Ilponar. naxca-ea-umeo sene-6a-Hmoy
Tpancnar. == —

Kowm, NAKCA-UKA-HMb gene-uwKa-nmo
Abec. NAKCA-8MOMO-HMb Bele-6meme-Hms

In plural the order of the suffixes is stem-PL.DEF-CX, e.g. Kyno-THe-Hb
house-PL.DEF-GEN, xyno-t-He-HeHb house-PL.DEF-DAT.

Case paradigms, definite declension singular, examples
(Op3saub xenb. Mopdonorus. Capanck 2000, 106—-107.)

nakcs field Bene village

JlaMoHL uHClIa

naxcsa-m-He gene-m-He
nakcA-m-He-Hb gene-m-He-Hb
nakca-m-re-HeHsb gene-m-He-HeHb
nakca-m-ne-oe eene-m-He-0e
naxcsa-m-He-c3 gene-m-He-c3
naxca-m-me-cma? gene-m-He-cm3
nakca-m-re-c gene-m-He-C
naxkcs-m-ue-6a gene-m-He-6a
nakcA-m-He-Kc gene-m-He-Kc
NAaKcsA-m-He-Ka gene-m-He-wKa

nakca-m-ve-ememe  8ene-m-ve-ememe



COMPARISON

Comparative

Adjectives and adverbs do not have any morphological marker for
degrees of comparison. Instead their basic form is used. The standard of
comparison is indicated with the ablative case. E. g. napogo napocro
good-ABL good-ELA 'better than well', remntene Banmo star-ABL white
'brighter than the star', camomo namo 100-ABL many 'more than hundred'.
Often the emphatic particle -sik / -rak / -xax is added to the ablative form,
e.g. naponosk mapocrto good-ABL good-ELA 'even better than well'.

If the standard of comparison is not explicitly given, the ablative form of
the pronound ce 'it' is used instead, e.g. cene mokur keB it-ABL big stone

'a bigger stone’'.

Superlative

Superlative is expressed with the help of particles cex / cexte or camait
(all Russian loanwords) or with the ablative form of the pronoun Beceme
'all'. E. g. cex / cexte / camaii Ma3siii Mopo 'the most beautiful song',
BeceMejie Ma3blii Mopo 'the most beautiful song'.



MORPHOLOGY 4

Conjugation of verbs: (simple) past tense (preterite)
Conjugation of nouns: past tense

Conjugation of verbs: II past tense

Infinitives -mc and -mo/-me; Future tense

Verbal nouns with -mo/-me and -ma

CONJUGATION: (SIMPLE) PAST TENSE (PRETERITE)
(Present tense, see Morphology 1)

The Mordvin languages use both old FU markers of past tense: *-j and
*-s. They are in complementary distribution: *-j is used in the first and
second persons and *-s in the third persons.

In the first and second persons singular *-j changes the stem vowel into i
(in orthography u / b1) after which the consonants of the personal ending
are palatalized. E. g. conamc 'to know' : SG1 coa-bi-ub, SG2 cOa-bI-Tb,
PL1 con-b1-Hek, PL2 con-b1-ae; Mmepemc 'to say' : SG1 mep-u-up, SG2
Mep-u-1b, PL1 Mep-u-nek, PL2 mep-u-ge.

In the third person singular -cp and in plural -c1b. In a-stems and stems
with a consonant cluster in the beginning of the second syllable the stem
vowel is preserved, whereas o- and e-stems with a single consonant drop
the vowel before the preterite suffix. E. g. comamc 'to know' : SG3 cona-
cb, PL3 coma-c-1b; kacomc 'to grow' : SG3 kac-cw, PL3 kac-c-Tb;
smoBHOMC 'to read' : SG3 10BHO-cBb, PL3 10BHO-C-Tb.

NB In the Cyrillic examples above the glossing hyphen blurs the
palatalization of the sibilant, cf. in UPA soda-s$-t etc.

Examples of paradigms: comamc 'to know' and mepemc 'to say'

SG1 con-bI-Hb SG1 mep-u-ub
SG2 con-bI-Th SG2 mep-u-Tb
SG3 cona-chb SG3 mep-chb
PL1 con-b1-Hek PL1 mep-u-nek
PL2 con-b1-ne PL2 wmep-n-ne
PL3 conma-c-1b PL3 wmep-c-Tb

The verb ynemc 'to be' is not used in the past tense as such. Instead a form
with the frequentative-continuous derivative suffix -H- (ynpHemc) is used:

SG1 ynp-H-U-HB

SG2 yib-H-H-TbH

SG3 ynb-H-e-Chb

PL1 ynp-H-u-HEK

PL2 ynp-H-n-n€

PL3 ynp-H-e-c-Tb



CONJUGATION OF NOUNS: PAST TENSE (PRETERITE)
(Present tense, see Morphology 1)

In the past tense forms of noun predicates the verb to be yine- is suffixed
after the noun stem. In this process the initial vowel of the verb y-
changes into -o- or -e- according to vowel harmony. yie- is in the past
tense form, but in the third persons there is no suffix of past tense to be
seen.

on 'young' Belie-c3 'in a village'
SG1 opx-on-u-ue 'l was young' Belie-c3-1-u-Hb ' was in a village'
SG2 opx-on-u-th etc. BeJie-C3-J1-U-Th etc.
SG3 ox-omb BeJIe-Cd-JIb
PL1 opn-om-n-Hek BeJIe-CA-JI-U-HEK
PL2 op-om-u-ge BEJIe-CA-JI-U-1¢
PL3 op-one-Tp* BeJIe-CI-JIb-Th
cTyaeHT 'student' Ko-co 'where'
SG1 cryaent-an-u-ub 'l was a student'  ko-co-n-u-up 'where was 7'
SG2 cTyneHT-31-u-Th etc. KO-CO-JI-U-Th etc.
SG3 cryneHT-311b KO-CO-JIb
PL1 cryneHT-311-u-HEK KO-CO-JI-U-HEK
PL2 cryneHTt-31-u-11€ KO-CO-JI-U-JI€
PL3 cryneHT-311b-Th KO-CO-JIb-Th

*Note that in the PL3 forms the palatalization of the i1 before the plural
suffix is indicated with . (Usually in such consonant clusters
palatalization is indicated only after the last consonant.)

One can also express past tense in nominal predication by using the verb
'to be'. According to Nina Aasmée these constructions are in free
variation, if the action described is continuous, but if the action is
repeated (frequentative) the construction with yJne- is used. E.g.

MOH yJIBHHHB TOCO ~ toconuHb 'l was there'
TOH YJBbHHUTBH TOCO ~ TOCOJIUThL  etc.

COH yJIBHECh TOCO ~ TOCOJIb

MUHBb YIBHUHEK TOCO ~ TOCOJIMHEK

TBIHb YJIBHHJIE TOCO ~ TOCOINIC

CbIHb YJIBHCCTB TOCO ~ TOCOJIBTH



CONJUGATION: II PAST TENSE (PRETERITE)

I give here also the verbal paradigms for the II past tense, because its
suffixes are almost identical to those of the conjugated nouns in the past
tense; 1.e. they go back to the verb yze-. In the II past tense yne- loses its
initial vowel and comes the form of the present participle (which is
identical to that of the SG3 of the present tense) ending in -u / -p1. The II
past tense 1s not very frequent in texts because of its semantic restrictions:
it expresses habitual action in the past.

E. g. Mmopamc 'to sing'

SG1 wmopsl-muHb 'l used to sing, I had a habit of singing'

SG2 MOpBI-TUTH etc.

SG3 mopbI-1b

PL1 w™opbI-nmuHek

PL2 wmopsI-nuge

PL3 MOpBI-nbTH

TWO INFINITIVES

The dictionary form of verbs has the infinitive suffix -mc, which joins the
derivative suffix -mo / -me (corresponding to the Finnish infinitive with
*-mA) and the illative suffix -c.

There is also another infinitive with -mo / -me but without the illative
suffix.

Verbs which take the infinitive -mc as their subject are 3psiBu 'is
necessary, must' and catsl 'is enough'. E.g. cumeMc spsiBu it 1s
obligatory to drink', caTel TeTh cumemc 'it is enough for you to drink'. It is
also used in predicative phrases like me3e Teemc 'what to do', ynu mese
sapcamc 'there is something to eat', apack me3e sipcamc 'there is nothing to
eat', mka moJiemMc 'it is time to go', ctaka mopamc 'it is difficult to sing'.
The infinitive with -mo / -me is used as an object for verbs like kapmamc
'to begin (doing something)', monemc 'to go', camc 'to come', marTomc 'to
know how to', Tonagomc 'to get used to'. E.g. kapmack mopamo 's’he
started to sing', mamran mopamo 'l know how to sing'.

FUTURE TENSE

The so-called future tense in Erzya is a fairly recent formation. It is
formed with the auxiliary kapmamc. So kapman MmopaMo can mean either
'T start to sing' or 'I shall sing' etc.



VERBAL NOUNS WITH -MO / -ME AND -MA

The suffix -mo0 / -me 1s also used as an absolutely productive derivative
suffix of verbal nouns. In verbal nouns it also has the variant -ma. E.g.
Mopamo 'singing', kumteMa 'dancing, dance', Beukema 'loving, love'.



MORPHOLOGY 5
Possessive suffixes

POSSESSIVE SUFFIXES (POSSESSIVE DECLENSION)

(Aasmée: Kortatano erzaks. 2012, 71-76.)

Possessive suffixes indicate the person and number of the possessor and in the first
and third person singular nominative also the number (singular — plural) of the thing
possessed. (In some Erzyan dialects the distinction between singular and plural
possessed can be made in other persons and cases, too.) Historically the possessive
suffixes go back to PFU ones.

The possessive suffixes can also indicate the person of the subject (or in some cases
of the object) in infinitival structures.

Possessive suffixes in singular, possessed in singular/plural ,
possessed referent a) in singular, b) in plural

a) | MOHb 'my’ TOHB 'your' con3? 'his/her’
-M -T/-Tb -30/-33

b) | MmoHB 'my' TOHB 'your' con3? 'his/her’
-H/-Hb -T/-Tb -H30/-H32

History: PX1SG -Mm < *.mV', PX2SG -1/-Tb < *-tV, PX3SG -30/-33 < *-sV,

PX1SG.PL -H/-Hb < *-n-mV, PX1SG -1/-Tb < *-tV, PX3SG.PL -H30/-H33 < *-n-sV.
Mordvin has thus partly preserved the old PFU system of possessives suffixes where
*-n- (before the person marker) indicates the plurality of the possessed thing. In other
FU languages and also in Mordvin (see below) these forms are found as relics, cf. Fi.
talo-nsa 'his/her house/s'.

Possessive suffixes in singular, possessed in singular/plural,

MUHEK 'our’ TBHIHK 'your' ceiHCT 'their’
-HOK/-HEK -HK -CT

History: PX1PL -HOK/-Hek < *-n-mVKk, PX2PL -HK < *-n-tVk, PX3PL -cT < *-st < *-sVk.

Examples
cyp ‘finger’, kenp ‘hand’, cenpme ‘eye’
Possessor and possessed in singular

-M -T/-Tb -30/-323
CypoM CypoT CypO30
KeIeM KEIEThH Keesd
ceIbMEM CENbMETH | CEITbME3)

Possessor in singular, possessed in plural

-H/-Hb -T/-Th -H30/-H3D
CYpoOH CypoT CYPOH30
KEJIEHb KENETh KEIEeH3)

! Unindentified vowel.



CCJIIbMEM

‘ CCIBMCTD ‘ CCJIbMCH33

Possessor in plural (possessed either in plural or singular)

-HOK/-HEK -HK -CT
CYpPOHOK CYpOHK cypoct
KEeIIEHEK KCICHK KeIecT
CEIIbMEHEK | CEIbMEHK CEIIbMECT

Notice the difference of the number expressed with possessive suffixes:

'T have/don't have friends.'
MoHBb yaHuTh/apacTh sUIraH.
Toub ynute/apacTsb sirar.
CoH3d ynuTh/apacTb sUIraH3o.
MHMUHEK yJIUTh/apacTh SIATAHOK.
THIHK yAUTB/apacTh SUITAHK.
CBIHCT yIHUTB/apacTh SUITACT.

'T have/don't have a friend.'
MoHb ynu/apach siaraM.
Tonsb ynu/apace suirart.
Con3so ynu/apacs sira3e.
MuHek ynu/apach SUIraHoK.
ToeIHK yau/apach sraHk.
ChIHCT ynu/apach suiracr.

Nouns in possessive declension have eight cases: nominative, ablative, inessive,
elative, illative, prolative, comparative and abessive. Words denoting kinship take
only three case suffixes: nominative, genitive and dative and only with the possessors
of $G1-3 MoHB/TOHB/COH3?, Whereas PL1—3 MUHEK/ThIHK/CHIHCT only have a
nominative form. The suffix of the SG3 -30/-33 is used only in nominative. In all other
cases the form -H30/-H33 is used.

Forms in the possessive declension

stem + case suffix + possessive suffix

MOHb TOHb COH3D MHHEK TBIHK CBHIHCT
Nom. .SG: -M -T/-Th -30/-39 -HOK/-HEK | -HK -CT
.PL: -H/-Hb -T/-Tb -H30/-H3D | -HOK/-HEK | -HK -CT
Gen. -Hb -Tb -H30/-H33 | — — —
Dat. -HEHb -TCHb -HCT3Hb | — — —
Abl. -JI0M, -H -JIOT -JIOH30 -JIOHOK -JIOHK -JIOCT
-IIEM, -Hb -IEeTh -II€H3D -JICHEK -JICHK -JIeCT
-IIDM, -Hb -I9Th -IIDH3D -JIPHEK -JIPHK -JI3CT
-TOM, -H -TOT -TOH30 -TOHOK -TOHK -TOCT
-TeM, -Hb -TETH -TEH3) -T€HEK -TE€HK -T€CT
-T3M, -Hb -T3Th -TDH3D -TOHEK -TOHK -T3CT
Iness. -COM, -H -COT -COH30 -COHOK -COHK -COCT
-COM, -Hb -COTh -COH3) -COHEK -COHK -COCT
Elat. -CTOM, -H -CTOT -CTOH30 | -CTOHOK -CTOHK -CTOCT
-CTOM, -Hb -CTITh -CTDH3D -CTOHEK -CTOHK -CTACT
I11. (c>3)
-30M, -H -30T -30H30 -30HOK -30HK -30CT
-39M, -Hb -39Th -39H39 -39HEK -39HK -33CT
Prol. -BaM, -H -Bar -BaH30 -BaHOK -BaHK -BacT
-ram, -H -ratr -TaH30 -TaHOK -TaHK -racT




-Kam, -H -KaT -KaH30 -KaHOK -KaHK -KacT
Comp. -1IIKaM, -H -IIIKaT -IIKAaH30 | -MIKaHOK | -IIKaHK | -IIKacT
Abess.. -BTOMOM, -H | -BTOMOT | BTOMOH30 | -BTOMOHOK | -BTOMOHK | ~-BTOMOCT
-BT€MEM, -Hb | -BTEMETh | -BTEMEH33| -BTEMEHEK | -BTEMEHK | -BTEMECT
~-TOMOM,-H -TOMOT TOMOH30 | -TOMOHOK | -TOMOHK | ~-TOMOCT
-TeMeM, -Hb | -TEMEThb | -TEMEH3d | -TEMEHEK | -TEMEHK | -TeMeCT
-T3MEM, -Hb | -TAMETh | -TOMEH3) | -TOMEHEK | -TOMEHK | -TIMECT
Examples
nps 'head', nmue 'ear’
MOHB TOHB COH33 MHUHEK TBIHK CBIHCT
Wmenut. | npsam pAT psI30 MPSHOK NPSIHK npscT
NWIEM, -Hb | TIHJICTh 1078) (el NWICHEK | MUJICHK MTUJIECT
-H32
Abl. IpsiIOM IpsSAOT MPSIIOH30 | NPSAOHOK | MIPSTOHK IPSIIOCT
TWICACM, -Hb| IUJICETh | MUJIENICH3) | MUJIe/ICHEK | MUJIeNCHK | MIJICAECT
Iness. psCOM psCcoT NPSICOH30 | MPSICOHOK | MPSICOHK pscocT
MTWJIECOM, -Hb| MUJIECITh | MUAJIECOH3) | MUJIECOHEK | MUJIECOHK | MHJIECICT
Elat. PSACTOM IpsICTOT NPSCTOH30 | MPSICTOHOK | MPSCTOHK | MPSICTOCT
MWIECTIM, - MUJIECTITh | MUJIECTIH3) | MUIECTIHEK| MUIECTIHK | MHIECTICT
Hb
11.. PsI30M P30T MPSI30H30 | MPSA30HOK | MPSI30HK MPs30CT
MIWJIE39M, -Hb| MUJIE33Th | MUAJIE3H3Y | MUJIE32HEK | MUJIE3DHK | MHJIE33CT
Prol. npsBaM npsiBatT NpSBAaH30 | MPSBAHOK | MPSIBAHK npsBacT
NWJIEBAM, -Hb| MUJICBATh | MAJIEBAH30 | MAJICBAHOK | MAJIEBAHK | MHJIEBACT
Kinship terms
ca3op 'younger sister', reiiteps 'daughter’
MOHbB TOHB COH33 MHUHEK TBIHK CBIHCT
ca3opoM, -H ca3opor ca30p030, -H30 Ca30pOHOK Ca30pOHK ca30pocT
TCUTCPEM,-Hb TCUTCPETH TEUTECPE3D, -H3D TCUTCPCHCK TCUTCPCHK TCUTECPECT
Ca30pOHb ca30poTh Ca30pOH30
TeHTepeHb TeHTepeTh TeHTepeH3d
Ca30pOHEHb Ca30pOTEeHb Ca30pPOHCTIHb
TCUTCPCHCHDb TCUTCPETCHDb TCUTCPCHCTIHD

Possessive suffixes are used with postpositions without the corresponding pronoun,
€.g. MapTo-M, -T, -H30, -HOK, -HK, -cT 'with me, with you, etc.'

As can be seen in the texts (Texts 6), suffixes of the definite declension can be used
instead of the possessive suffixes. Cf. nuépa-HTb ca3zopo-H30 SOn-GEN.DEF sister-
PX3SG.PL 'younger sisters of the son' but népa-Hp HU-HTEHb SON-GEN Wife-DAT.DEF 'to

son's wife'.




MORPHOLOGY 6

Past tense: negation

Imperative

Present participle

Copulative compounds (dvandvas)
Abstract nouns

NEGATION OF THE PAST TENSE

(Aasmade 2012: 82—-83.)

In Erzya some tenses and moods take a negative particle and some a negative
auxiliary. The negative particle is used with the present tense (see Morphology 1) and
also with the second past tense (see Morphology 4), whereas the first past tense takes
the negative auxiliary. Its stem is 33p- (Which goes back to the Uralic negative verb):
33-U-Hb, 33-U-Th, 33b (~ 3Cb), 33-U-HEK, I3-U-1Ie, 33-Tb (U < *] of the past tense).

The connegative form of the main verb is the bare stem.

1. past tense

Affirmative Negative

TYHHB,CHIHb 93UHb Ty€, I3UHb Ca
TYWTb, CHITh 93UTh TYy€, I3UTh Ca
TyCb, Cach 33b Tye, 33b Ca
TYHMHEK, CBIHEK | 93UMHEK TYye, 93UHEK ca
TYHJIE, ChlIIe 33UJIE Tye, I3UIIE ca
TYCTb, CaCTh 93Th Tye€, 93Th ca

Examples Tyemc ‘to go’, camc 'to come'.

When negated in the 1. past tense, instead of ynemc 'to be' the form ynbne- (with the
frequentative suffix -He- is used):

33uHb yabHE Toco. ‘I was not there.' (Fi. 'Mind en ollut siell4.")

D3UTh yJIbHE TOCO.

33b yJbHE TOCO.

O3MHEK YJIbHE TOCO.

D3uje yiabHe TOCO.

D3Tb yJIbHE TOCO.
One can also use the conjugation of nouns: MoH a Toco-11-u-Hb etc. ‘I was not there.'
(Fi. 'Mini en ollut siell4.")

When stressing the existential nature of the verb the negative existential apacs is used
and conjugated in the past tense:
Mon apacenunb Toco. ‘1 was not there/lI was absent.' (Fi. 'Minua ei
ollut siell4.")
Ton apacenuts T0OCO.
CoH apacenb ToCO.
MuHb apaceauHeK TOCO.
TeIHB apacenuze TOCO.
CpIHB apacenbTh TOCO.



IMPERATIVE

(Aasmaée 2012: 84.)

The Mordvin imperative is only conjugated in the second persons. In the singular the
PFU suffix *-k > -k is used. If it comes after a consonant (in o/e-stems without a
preceding consonant cluster), it changes into -T, -t whereas in plural there is no
suffix except for the personal ending -0, -ze.

The negative verb has a different stem in the imperative: wmsi(-).

Affirmative Negative (umst, unsmo) +
-K, -110/-]I€; -T/-Tb, -I0/-1I€ connegative
MOpaMmc: MOpa-K, -0 | BaHOMC: BaH-T, -0-10 MoOpamc: Wi, -10 Mopa
spcamc: sipca-K, -710 | JIOBOMC: JIOB-T, -0-JI0 | KOpTaMc: WIsl, -10 KOpTa
COBaMC: COBa-K, -0 | MYTOMC: IyT-T, -0-/10 MyTOMC: WJISL, -JI0 MyTO
YAOMC: YJI0-K, -7I0 | MOJIEMC: MOJIb-Th, -€- BAHOMC: WJIA, -0 BAHO
Y4OMC: Y40-K, -JI0 Ie caemc: uis, -10 cae
JIOBHOMC: JIOBHO-K, -0 | CHMEMC: CUM-Tb, -€-1I¢ CUMEMC: WA, -0 CUME
oMiMceMc: oMMce-K, -1¢ TeeMC: TeH-Th, -¢-JI¢ BEIIEMC: WIS, -JI0 BEllle
KOPTHEMC: KOPTHE-K, -JI¢ caeMc: Cal-Tb, -€-1¢ TyeMC: WIS, -7I0 Tye
BEIIIEMC: BEII-Th, -€-
Iie

BaHoMcC 'to look at', Bememc 'to ask for', kopTHemc 'to speak’, moBomc 'to count',
oiimceMc 'to rest', myTomc 'to put', coBamc 'to go in', ynomc 'to sleep', yaomc 'to wait'

PRESENT PARTICIPLE

The basic form of the present participle is identical with the 33G of the verb in present
tense, 1. e. it ends with -u/-b1 (< *jA). For example, Mmopamc to sing : Mmopsl one who is
singing, BeTsiMc to take, to lead : Betu one who is leading, Banomc to look at : BaHbI
one who is looking. The derivative suffix -1 can be added to the form, but it is
optional and does not change the meaning of the participle. Many of the present
participles are lexicalized and they function also as nomen actoris: Mopsils singer,
Betuils leader, guide.

COPULATIVE COMPOUNDS (DVANDVAS)

Copulative compounds are very frequent in Mordvin and they appear in almost all
word classes. Both parts of a compound are written together with a hyphen. For
example, mrauomc-kacomc to be born and grow up, TersimM-aBam my parents (lit. my
father-my mother), cuapno-cusipno sometimes (lit. when-when). In compound nouns
some morphological element is used to combine the words together. In texts 7 it is
most often a possessive suffix. Often the plural suffix is used in this function, for
example, 3puth arare-6abar an old man and an old woman live (= a typical phrase in
the beginning of a fairy-tale). Many of the copulative compounds are lexicalized and
express more than the sum of the both parts, for example cykcr-ymxar insects (lit.
larvae-bugs).



ABSTRACT NOUNS

Adjectives can be used as nouns (as in any other Uralic languages, too), for example,
craka hard; hardness. In modern literary language the suffix -uu changes adjectives
into abstract nouns: Badyo hungry > Bauoum hunger, ma3biii beautiful > ma3brau
beauty. The derivative suffix -un goes back to the noun un sun; day (cf. the identical
process in Komi: nyH id. > -iyH).



MORPHOLOGY 7
Definite or objective conjugation

DEFINITE OR OBJECTIVE CONJUGATION

Mordvin has a definite/objective conjugation. Its personal suffixes indicate both the
person and number of the subject as well as those of the object. The suffixes originate
from personal and possessive suffixes plus some pronominal elements (of
demonstrative pronouns). (More information on the structure and etymology of the
suffixes, see Laszld Keresztes' book Development of Mordvin definite conjugation
(MSFOu 233, 1999).) As the the suffixes in Erzya and Moksha are to some extent
different, it is assumed that the objective conjugation has reached its current stage
only after the common Proto-Mordvin period.

In principle, there could be altogether 6x6=36 forms, but fortunately, there are many
homonymic forms, especially in plural. Furthermore, pragmatics make some forms
impossible, e.g. 1SG>1SG, 28G>2SG. Unfortunately, however, the suffixes differ in
tenses and moods.

The definite conjugation is used when the object is definite, but also tense, aspect and
Aktionsart can influence the choice of conjugation. If the object is a (personal)
pronoun, it can be omitted and expressed solely with the suffixes of the definite
conjugation. There are hardly any studies on definiteness in Mordvin. Therefore it is
difficult to give a picture of the use of the objective conjugation in Mordvin. Compare
the examples below:

Subjective (normal) conjugation, past | Definite conjugation, past tense
tense

Con Mopacs mopo. 'He sang a song.' CoH Mopb3e MOpPOHTH / MOPOH30
CoH cacThIHECT? MOPACh MOPO (mapocro). 'He sang the / his song well.'
/MOpOHTB /MOpoH30. 'He was quietly
singing a / the / his song.'

Con mapsice Mopo. 'He heard a song.' Con mMapuze MOpoHTb / MOpoH30. 'He
heard the / his/her song.'

Suffixes of the definite conjugation in a) the present (and future) tense and b) in the
past tense. Notice the overlapping forms (marked with grey colour) and the missing
forms:

a)
S > (J mMoHB me| TOHBb you COH3) | MHHEK | TBIHK you CBIHCT
him/hern us them
MOH -TaH/-TSH -ca -TaJbI35/-TSAOBI3b | ~-CHIHD
TOH | -CaMak -cak -caMHU3b -CBITh
COH | -caMaM | -TaH3aT/-TSAH3aT | -ChI -CaMU3b | -TaJbI3b/-TAABI3b | -CHIH3E
MMHb -TaJibI3b/-TABI3b | -CHIHEK -TaJibI3b/-TSABI3b | ~-CHIHEK
TBIHb| -CAMHU3b -CBIHK | -CAaMM3b -CBIHK
ChIHb| -CAMH3b | -TaJbI3b/-TANBI3b | -ChI3b | -CAMU3b | -TaAbI3b/-TSAABI3b | -ChI3b




b)

MOH -TUHB -S -JIN3b -Hb
TOH | -MHUK -K -MHU3b -Th
COH | -MHUM -H3UTh -3¢ -MU3b | -AM3b -H3€
MUHB -JIN3b -HEeK -JIN3b -HEeK
THIHb| - MU3b -HK -MHU3b -HK
CBIHB| -MH3b -JIN3b -3b -MU3b | -AM3b -3b
Examples (ydomc 'to wait', Tepaemc 'to call, to invite'):
a) Present tense
Subject | Object
Mou TOHb | YYOTaH /TepATSH I wait for/invite you
COH32 | yuoca/Tepiabca I wait for/invite him/her
THIHK | y4oTaae3s/TepaAraapdb | I wait for/invite you (pl)
CBHIHCT | YYOCBHIHB/TE€PAbCHIHD I wait for/invite them
Ton MOHb | y4OCaMaK/TepJibcaMaKk You wait for/invite me
COH3) | y4OCaK/TepJbCcak You  wait  for/invite
him/her
MHUHEK | ydocammu3b/Tepabcamusb | You wait for/invite us
CBIHCT | YYOCHITH/TEPAbCHITH You wait for/invite them
Con MOHb | yuocamam/TepabcamaM | S/he waits for/invites me
TOHb | YYOTaH3aT/TepPATSH3AT S/he waits for/invites you
COH32 | YYOCHI/TEPIbCHI S/he waits for/invites him/h
MUHEK | ydocamm3b/Tepabcamusb | S/he waits for/invites us
THIHK | y4oTae3b/TepaAtaap3b | S/he waits for/invites you
CBIHCT | YYOCBIH3€/TepPAbCHIH3E S/he waits for/invites them
Musbp | TOHb | yYOTabI3b/TepATAabI3b | We wait for/invite you
COH32 | yuochlHEK/TepabchiHeK | We wait for/invite him/her
TBIHK | Y4OTabI3b/TepATaap3b | We wait for/invite you
CBIHCT | yUOChIHEK/TepabchiHeK | We wait for/invite them
Teivp | MOHB | yuocamu3b/Tepabcamusb | You wait for/invite me
COH32 | YYOCHIHK/TEPAbCHIHK You wait for/invite him/her
MHUHEK | ydocammu3b/Tepabpcamusb | You wait for/invite us
CBHIHCT | YYOCBIHK/TepAbChIHK You wait for/invite them
Ceinp | MOHB | yuocamu3b/Tepabcamu3b | They wait for/invite me
TOHb | y4oTaae3s/TepATaas3b | They wait for/invite you
COH32 | YYOCHI3b/TePAbCHI3h They wait for/invite him/he
MUHEK | yuocamusb/Tepabcamusb | They wait for/invite us
THIHK | y4oTaap3s/TepaAtaap3b | They wait for/invite you
CBIHCT | YYOCHI3b/T€PIbCHI3h They wait for/invite them




b) Past tense

Subject | Object
Mon TOHb YUUTHHB/TEPIUTHHb. I waited for/invited you
COH33 | yuus/Tepaust I waited for/invited
him/her
THIHK | YYUIU3b/TEPIUAN3D I waited for/invited you
CBIHCT | YYMHB/TEPIUHb I waited for/invited them
Ton MOHb | YYUMHK/TEPAUMUK You waited for/invited me
COH3) | YUHK/TEPIUK You waited for/invited
him/her
MUHEK | YYUMH3b/TEPAUMHU3b You waited for/invited us
CBIHCT | YUHUTB/TEPIHUTD You waited for/invited them|
Con MOHb | YYUMHUM/TEPIUMHUM S/he waited for/invited me
TOHb YUUH3UTh/TEPAUH3UTH S/he waited for/invited you
COH3) | yum3e/Tepause S/he waited for/invited him/
MUHEK | YYUMH3b/TEpAUMHU3b S/he waited for/invited us
THIHK | YYUAU3b/ TePIUAN3b S/he waited for/invited you
CBIHCT | YUMH3€/TepIrH3e S/he waited for/invited them
MuHb | TOHB YUUAU3b/ TePIUAN3D We waited for/invited you
COH3) | YUMHEK/TepIHHEK We waited for/invited him/h
THIHK | YYUAU3b/ TePIUAN3b We waited for/invited you
CBIHCT | YYMHEK/TEepIUHEK We waited for/invited them
TelHP | MOHB | YYHMHU3B/TEPIUMH3b You waited for/invited me
COH3? | YUHMHK/TEPIUHK You waited for/invited him/I
MUHEK | YYUMH3b/TEPAUMHU3b You waited for/invited us
CBHIHCT | YYMHK/TEPIUHK You waited for/invited them|
CplHb | MOHB | YYHMHU3B/TEPIUMH3b They waited for/invited me
TOHb YUUAU3b/TEPAUAN3D They waited for/invited you
COH32 | yum3b/ Tepau3b They waited for/invited him,
MUHEK | YYUMH3b/TEpAUMHU3b They waited for/invited us
THIHK | YYUAU3b/ TePIUAN3D They waited for/invited you
CBIHCT | y4M3b/ TepIu3b They waited for/invited then

In the present tense the negative particle a is used, e.g. a cépmanca cépmants 'l shall
not write the letter' (NB that because of the definite conjugation the tense has to
interpreted as future and not present tense), a cogaran 'I do not know you'.

In the past tensethe negative auxiliary 33b- is used and it takes all the suffixes,

whereas the main verb is in the connegative form, e.g. 33us cépmano cépmants 'l did

not write the letter', 33utunb coxa 'l did not know you'.
(Tables, see Aasméie 2012: 65-67.)



MORPHOLOGY 8
Imperative, definite conjugation
Optative

Non-finite verb forms

Some derivative suffixes

IMPERATIVE, DEFINITE CONJUGATION

The suffixes of the definite conjugation in the imperative mood differ from those of
the indicative. The subjects in the imperative can be only second persons, whereas
objects include the first and third persons.

Paradigms with BeTsiMc 'to take, to lead', ygomc 'to wait', Tepaemc 'to invite' (NB the
homonymous/overlapping forms):

Subject Object  Affirmative Negative
TOH MOHbB BCTA-MaAK, YUO-MaK, TCPAC-MaAK HJIsI-MakK BCTA, Y40, TCPAC
MHUHCK BCTA-MU3b, YUYO-MH3b, TCPAC-MH3b HJISI-MU3b BETA, Y40, TCPAC
COH3) BETU-K, YYU-K, TEPAU-K WJI-K BETs, Y40, Tepae
CBIHCT BCTU-Tb, YUU-Tb, TCPAU-TH WJIN-Tb BCTA, Y40, TCPAC
TBIHb | MOHb BCTA-MU3b, YYO-MH3b, TCPAC-MH3b HJIsI-MU3b BETA, Y40, TCPAC
MHUHCK BCTA-MU3b, YUYO-MH3b, TCPAC-MH3b HJIsI-MU3b BETA, Y40, TCPAC
COH3) BETU-HK, YYU-HK, TEPAU-HK UJIU-HK BETs, Y40, TEPAC
CBIHCT BCTHU-HK, YYH-HK, TCPpAN-HK HJIM-HK BCT:, Y40, TCPAC
Examples:

[MaTsi#t, yaomak, MoHrak moisiH kuHOB. '(Older) sister, wait for me, I'll go to the
cinema, t0o.'

Llépunem, BeTuTh anamaTtHens cumeme. 'My little boy, lead the horses to drink.'
Wnsamak Tepae — a MoJIsiH, kaMm apack. 'Don't invite me — I won't go, I don't have
time.'

Wnunk ctyBTO caemc koHEBTHeHb. 'Don't forget to take the papers.'

OPTATIVE

Mordvin has an optative mood, However, it does not occur very often in texts or
speech. The suffix -3(0) originates from the the possessive suffix of the 3SG. In the
plural forms the 3 is pronounced voiceless, and in some grammars even written with
an c. Optative expresses a wish, a request, not a direct command. The negative
auxiliary used with the optative is the same as in the imperative (uns-). Some
grammars give forms of definite conjugation also in the optative, but some deny the
existence of such forms or find them very rare. (Cf. Bartens 1999: 139.) Below I give
only the paradigm of the normal conjugation (but cf. Op3sHb kenb. Mopdomorus.
Capanck 2000, 180-181.)



Paradigms with Bersimc 'to take, to lead', yuomc 'to wait'.

Subject

1SG BETs-3-aH, Y40-3-aH UJIS-3-aH BETs, Y40
258G BETs-3-aT, y40-3-aT WJIS-3-aT BETs, Y40
3SG BETS-30, Y40-30 UJIS-3-0 BETS, y4O
1PL BETA-3-TaHO, Y40-3-TaHO WJI-3-TAHO BETsl, Y40
2PL BETA-3-TaJl0, Y40-3-TaJI0 WJISI-3-TaJ10 BETS, Y40
3PL BETA-3-T, Y40-3-T WJIA-3-T BETs, Y40

Examples: yuo-30 'let him wait', yuo-3-tano 'let us wait'.

NON-FINITE FORMS

The present participle was presented in Morhology 6 and the infinitves -mo and -mc in
Morhplogy 4. The present participle is negated with the negative particle a: a
TOHABTHUILA 3WKakm 'a child who is not studying'. There are also several other non-
finite forms in Mordvin.

The third infinitive -m(0)10/-M(e)ne/-mano is actually an ablative of the infinitive and
it is used with verbs that govern a "from" case (like ablative, elative, separative). In
the Uralic languages such verbs are, to fear, to avoid, to deny, to refuse, to be
ashamed, etc., e.g. cene manaB monemazo nenuss 'l was afraid of going nearer'.

Erzya has two past tense participles with different suffixes: -3p (cf. Permic participle
suffix -pick) and -BT. The past participle with -3b can be active or passive depending
on the verb (intransitive>active, transitive>passive): mapocto cépmano3p cépma 'a
well written letter', cuze3p momanp 'a tired person'. The -3p- participle can also
function as a predicate: momack coka3p 'the land has been ploughed'; this is a
productive way of expressing passive.

The past participle with -BT is used when the agent of the action is expressed with a
modifier (attribute) in genitive (cf. the Finnish agenttipartisiippi), e.g. aBanb €paBT
ki 'bread baked by mother'. (Instead of these two participles, Moksha uses only -¢
~ E -BT in both functions.)

Both past participles are negated with a special form of the negative auxiliary anak +
the connegative form of the main verb (NB not the participle!): amak cépmano cépma
'an unwritten letter, a letter that was never written'.

There is a participle with the suffix -Buke, originally a translative of the very
productive reflexive-passive derivative suffix -B-. -Bukc can be seen in a few
lexicalized words which are very frequent, e.g. BeukeBukc sirar 'esteemed/beloved
friends' (BeukeBo- 'to be loved' < Beuke- 'to love').

The passive-necessitive participle with the suffix -ma (called infinitive-participle by
Paasonen and some other grammarians) is used both as a modifier (attribute), e.g.
MakcoMa Teireps 'a girl who has to be married' (lit. who has to be given), and as a
predicate with the agent in dative, e.g. BaHIbI TOHETh BUPEB MoOJIeMa 'toMOITow you
have to go to forest', ucsik MmoneHnb Monemainb BupeB 'yesterday I had to go to forest'.
(Bartens 1999, 151-152.)

The most frequent gerund takes the same suffix -3b and expresses manner: MOJIHHEK
BUpEeB Mopaszb 'we went to forest singing', MonmmHEeK BHpeB amak Mopa 'we went
toforest not singing'.




The gerund of simultaneous action is marked with the suffix -mero/-meT3 (= elative
of the infinitive; elative is used to indicate point of time), e.g. BupeB monemMcTs MUHb
MopeiHeK. 'We sang while going to the forest. The agent of the action can be
expressed with the help of possessive suffixes, e.g. 1oBHOMcTOHOK 'While we are/were
reading'.

The gerund -mra (= prolative of the infinitive) expresses cause, e.g. TelTepb
BEUKeMra JIncCh MupeHeHb 'the girl married ("went to a man") out of love'.

The gerund suffix -mo is mentioned in most grammars, although it is totally
unproductive and seems to occur only with the verb o3amc 'to sit', o3ago 'sitting'
(manner).

SOME DERIVATIVE SUFFIXES

The Mordvin languages use deminutive suffixes very frequently, even without the
referent being small. The most productive deminutive suffixes are -ue and -ka, e.g.
kyno — kyaeiHe 'house — small house', Bene — Benune 'village — (small) village', Bumka
— BumkuHe 'small — tiny', Teiiteps — Teirepbka 'girl — (little) girl', cazop — cazopka
'younger sister — little sister'.

The verbal derivation in Mordvin is very rich. -Bt (< *kt) is a causative suffix, e.g.
sIKaMC — SIKaBTOMC 'to go — to make somebody go', Mmopamc — MmopaBTOMC 'to sing — to
make somebody sing'.

The reflexive-passive -B (< *w) is extremely productive, e.g. MapsiMC — MapsiBOMC 'to
hear/feel — to seem', MmopamMc — mopaBomMc 'to sing — to be/get sung', myTomc —
nyToBoMc 'to put — to be put. The derivated verbs with B are often used as
nonpersonal or passive sentences (without an agent).

The frequentative -He, -HoO is also very frequent, starting from the verb 'to be' (yne- —
ynpHe-) where there is no change in meaning, e.g. éBTamc — €BTHEMC 'to say — to tell,
MoJIeMC — MOJTHEMC 'to go — to go (frequ.)'.



MORPHOLOGY 9
Conditional
Conjunctive
Conditional-conjunctive
Desiderative
Declination of personal pronouns

CONDITIONAL MOOD
Mordvin is rich in moods. Apart from the earlier represented imperative and optative,
there is a conditional, a conjunctive, a conditional-conjunctive and a desiderative.
The suffix of the conditional is -mep(s1)- and it originates from an independent verb
tepsi(BToMmc) 'to try'. The conditional is used in subordinate clauses and it expresses
the condition on which an action will happen or a state is possible. No conjunction 'if'
is used in the subordinate clause, because the mood itself expresses the condition. The
verb in the main clause appears in the present tense. E. g. Ynunaepsii ukam, MoJisiH
BeneB. 'If I have time, I (shall) go to the country.' Bemnunaepsr tes, cBan mysT. 'If
you search for work, you will find (it).'

Paradigms
a) subjective conjugation: spcamc 'to eat', cumemc 'to drink'; b) objective
conjugation: Mopamc 'to sing', caBemc 'to eat (up)' (object — consa 'him/her/it")

a) SIpChIHb-JEPS-

CUMHHbL-ICPA-

b) MOpBIHb-IEPSI-

COBHUHB-AEPSI-

MoH | sipchIHIEpsi-H CUMHUHJIEPS-H MOPBIHJIEPsI-Ca COBUH/JIEpsI-CA

Ton | sapceiHaeps-T CUMUHJIEPS-T MOPBIHIEPSI-CAK COBUH/JIEPSI-CAK

CoHn | sipchiHaeps-ii CUMHUHJIEPs-i1 MOPBIHIEPSI-CBI COBUHJIEPSI-ChI

MuHSb | ApCBIHIAEPSA-TAHO | CAMUHIEPS-TAHO | MOPBIHAEPS- COBUHJIEPSI-CBIHEK
CBIHEK

TeIHB | APCBIHAEPS-TAJ0 | CAMUHACPS-TA0 | MOPBIHAEPSA-CBIHK | COBHHJIEPS-CHIHK

ChIHb | IpCBIHAEPSA-UTHh | CHMUHIEPSA-UTh | MOPBIHAEPSA-ChI3b | COBUHJIEPS-ChI3b

The personal suffixes used the conditional are identical with the ones used in the
indicative present tense. The -H- between the stem and the suffix is etymologically
unclear. In some dialects one can find forms, where the personal ending comes before
the element -geps-i, e.g. mananaepsit 'if I kiss', manatnepsii 'if you kiss', etc.

The conditional is negated with the negative particle a: a sspceinaepsn 'if I don't eat’,

etc.

Examples

Monunaepsin CapaHoB, coBaH Ctenan Dp3siHb JIEMC) rajepesic.

'If I go to Saransk, I shall go the gallery named after Stepan Erzya.'

Heunnepsca, kopran mapronso. 'If I see him/her, I'll talk with him/her.'

A cauHBJAEPAT spcaMmorneNlb / a CauHBAEPSICAK SPCAMOIEIEHTh MapTOT — AIITAT
BayoIIeKe.
'If you don't take any food / the food along, you'll end up hungry.'




CONJUNCTIVE MOOD
The conjunctive expresses an action or state which the speaker considers
counterfactual, i.e. unreal or unlikely to take place; conjunctive forms often
express the speaker’s desire. The conjunctive marker is the suffix -(o)mb-/
-B(e)nb- (< yie- 'to be', where u->-v-). The conjunctive roughly corresponds to
English would. E.g. MoneBannex BeneB. "We would like to go to the country.'

Paradigms

a) subjective conjugation: sipcamc 'to eat', cumemc 'to drink'; b) objective conjugation:

MopamMmc 'to sing', caBemc 'to eat (up)' (object — consd 'him/her/it").

a) sipca-B(0)1b-  cuMe- B(€)Ib- b) Mmopa-Bi- COBE-BII-
MoHn | sipcaBii-uHb CUMEBJI-UHb MOpaBJI-Hst CHBEBJI-US
Ton | ApcaBia-uTh CUMEBJI-UTh MOpaBJI-UK COBEBJI-UK
Con | spcaBoib CUMEBEIIb MOpaBJ-Hu3e COBEBJI-U3€
MuHb | sipcaBll-uHEK CUMEBJI-UHEK MOpAaBJI-UHEK CHBEBJI-MHEK
TeiHb | sipcaBiI-uzae CUMEBJI-UJIE MOpaBJI-UHK CHBEBJI-UHK
ChbIHb | IpCaBOJIb-Th CHUMEBEJIb-Th MOpaBJI-U3b CHBEBJI-U3b

The personal suffixes used in the conjunctive are identical with the ones used in the
indicative past tense.

The conjunctive mood can be negated in two ways: either by using the negative
particle a and conjugating the main verb, or by conjugating the negative form aBonp
in the conjunctive mood and the main verb in a connegative form, e.g. aBOIUHB,
aBOJIUTb, aBOJIb, ABOJINHEK, ABOJIU/IE, aBOJIBTH SIPCa; aBOJIUS, aBOJIMK, aBOJIU3E,
aBOJIMHEK, aBOJIMHK, aBOJIU3b CHBE.

Examples
Monesnuabs CapaHoB — coBaBiMHb CTenaH Dp3siHb JIEMC) rajepesic.
'If I went to Saransk, I would visit the Stepan Erzya gallery.'
HeeBnus — KopTaBIMHB MapTOH30.
'If I saw him/her, I would talk with him/her.'
A caeBIUTH/aBOJIUTH Cae sIpCcaMoIiellb MapTOT — AIlITEBIUTH BAaUOTICKE.
'If you didn't take any food along, you would end up hungry.'
A caeBIMK/aBOHK cae SpCaMOIEeIeHTh MAPTOT — AllITEBIUTH BAYOIICKE.
'If you didn't take the food along, you would end up hungry.'

CONDITIONAL-CONJUNCTIVE

The conditional-conjunctive expresses an irreal action or state, which is a
precondition for another irreal action or state, which could have happened in the past.
The conditional-conjunctive is formed by adding the suffix of the conjuntive after the
suffix of the conditional. Conditional-conjunctive is negated with the particle a.

Examples

VIUHAEPABIUTH TOH JIOMaHb — MEJICH3) LAPCTBaM MaKCOBIIHS TETh.

'If you had been a human being, I would have given you half of my kingdom.'
EMaBTHIHAPABJINK TeHTepeTh, KAPMABIMHL MapTOT IPSMO.

'If you had killed your daughter, I would have started to live with you.'



DESIDERATIVE

Desiderative expresses action somebody wanted to do in the past. Its structure is: stem
+ present participle (short form) + translative + the verb yne- 'to be' + the personal
suffixes of the past tense, e.g. mopbikedaunb '1 wanted to sing' (lit. I was to [become]
a singer), JloBHsICbKE a JHCHKCEIIb YibLsAB 'Snow-white did not want to go out'.
Instead of the negative particle a the desiderative can also be negated with aBons in
the desiderative mood, €.g. a MOPBIKCIJIMHB ~ aBOJIILKCINHB MOpa.

DECLINATION OF PERSONAL PRONOUNS

SG 1 2 3
Nom. MOH TOH COH
Gen. MOHD TOHB COH3)
Dat. MOHEHb TOHETh COHEH3?
Abl. MOH/JIEHb TOHJIETH COHJICH3)
Iness. MOHBCOHb TOHBCATh COHBCOH3)
Elat. MOHBCT3Hb  TOHBCTITh COHBCTIH3D
I11. MOHB33Hb TOHB33Th COHB32H3)
Prol. MOHBEI'aH TOHBIAaT COHBI'aH30
Transl. MOHBKCOHb  TOHBKCITH COHBKCIH3)
Comp. MOHBIIKAH  TOHBIIKAT COHBIIIKAH30
Abess. MOHTEMEHb  TOHTEMETh COHTEMEH3)
PL 1 2 3
Nom. MHHbB TBIHD CHIHB
Gen. MUHEK TBIHK CBIHCT
Dat. MHHEHEK TBIHEHK CBLIHEHCT
Abl. MUHJCHEK TBIHJIEHK CBIHJIECT
Iness. MHHBCOHEK  TBHIHBCOHK CBIHBCOCT
Elat. MHHBCTOHEK TBIHBCTOHK  CBIHBCTICT
I11. MUHB39HEK  TBIHB33HK CBIHB39CT
Prol. MHHBI'AHOK  TBHIHBIaHK CBIHBIaCT
Transl. MHHBKCOHEK TBIHBKCOHK  CBIHBKCOCT
Comp. MHUHBIIKAHOK TBHIHBIIKAHK  CBIHBIIKACT
Abess. MHHTEMEHEK TBIHTEMEHK  CBIHTEMECT

Most of the forms take the corresponding possessive suffix after the case ending.

With postpositions personal pronouns are not needed, because the person is indicated
with possessive suffixes. E. g. kapmaBauap MapToT 3psimo 'T would start to live with
you'.

Instead of the dative form of the personal pronoun the postposition te(it)- is used, e.g.
TEHb 'to me', TeTh 'to you', TeH3» 'to him/her' etc.
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